Annex 1.1

Group of Auditors’ Rules of Procedures 

of

Interreg V-A Greece-Italy 2014-2020
Preamble

The  Member States participating in Interreg V-A Greece-Italy 2014-2020 and the Greek Audit Authority (The Financial Audit Committee-EDEL) (Greece), in accordance with the Managing Authority of European Territorial Cooperation Programmes (Greece) 

on the basis of:

· Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of 17 December 2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund,

· Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 on specific provisions for the support from the European Regional Development Fund to the European territorial cooperation goal,

· Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 480/2014 of 3 March 2014 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

· No C(2015)9347/15.12.2015 Commission Decision on the approval of Interreg V-A Greece-Italy 2014-2020 (2014TC16RFCB020) 

· Article 11 and 12 of Law 4314/2014, as in force, on the management, control and the implementation of development interventions for the programming  period 2014-2020 in the Greek territory, as well as  art. 44 &46 of Presidential Decree 111/2014 (Organization of the Ministry of Finance);
· Partnership Agreement with European Union, adopted by Commission on 29 October 2014 with decision C (2014) 8021. In particular Annex II “Most important elements of management and control system (MCS) proposal”
· Circular No 47832 of 30 May 2014 of the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance - State General Accounting Department - General Inspectorate for Financial Relations with the European Union “Issue procedure of opinion on audit authority designation - programming period 2014-2020”;
· Circular No 56513 of 3 July 2014 of the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance - State General Accounting Department - General Inspectorate for Financial Relations with the European Union (IGRUE) “Managing and audit bodies of EU Programmes 2014-2020”;
· Manual of the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance - State General Accounting Department - General Inspectorate for Financial Relations with the European Union “Programming period 2014-2020 - Requirements of the audit authority”;
· Manual of the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance - State General Accounting Department - General Inspectorate for Financial Relations with the European Union “Programming period 2014-2020 - Valuation of designation criteria of the managing authority and the certifying authority”;
· Manual of the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance - State General Accounting Department - General Inspectorate for Financial Relations with the European Union “Programming period 2014-2020 - Manual of audit procedures 2014-2020”.
Article 1

Duration of the GoA – Location of meetings

1. The GoA will commence its activities on 26/7/2016 and will terminate them on 15th of February 2025 (possibility of extending its activities if necessary). 

2. The meetings of the GoA may take place either in Greece or in Italy.
Article 2

Tasks and responsibilities
1. In line with the provisions of article 25 of Regulation No. 1299/2013, the GoA assists the Audit Authority of the Programme in carrying out the duties provided for in article 127 of Regulation (EC) No. 1303/2013. The primary task of the AA, with the assistance of GoA, is to carry out audits to verify the effective functioning of the management and control system of the OP and to perform audits on an appropriate sample of operations on the basis of the declared expenditure. The audit work may be carried out by an external auditor, selected by an open competition procedure, if necessary.

2. The GoA discuss and/or approves issues related to:

· The audit strategy and relevant methodologies, such as risk analysis,  sampling method, and complementary sampling (if required),  and any updates of them.

· The audit manual and any updates of it.

· The annual audit plan.

· The results of systems audits.

· The results of audits of operations. 

· The results of the final verifications of the accounts, management declarations and annual summaries.

· The results of the follow up of audits.

· The Annual Control Report and the Opinion.

Article 3

Composition

1. According to the provisions of article 25 of Regulation (EC) No. 1299/2013, the Audit Authority for the Programme will chair the GoA.  

2. The GoA is composed of the Chair and up to two representatives officially appointed by each Member State which participates in the Programme. Member States appoint their representatives when establishing the Membership and subsequently have the right to replace them, submitting a new signed version of the GoA designation questionnaire. Should the official representative not be able to take part in the meeting, a replacement can be appointed. 

3. The representatives of the Member States in GoA and the bodies carrying out audits in these Member States, must be completely independent from the management and the implementation of the Programme and the projects audited, as well as from decision making bodies of the Programme.

4. The Managing Authority of the Programme, the Joint Secretariat (henceforth referred to as JS) and the Certifying Authority can participate in the meetings of the GoA in an advisory capacity without the right to vote. 

5. The Chair may invite guests to the GoA meetings. In such cases, the GoA shall be informed before the meeting. Subject to prior notification and to the approval by the Chair, at least 5 working dates before the meeting, members can be accompanied by an observer.

6. Each competent audit authority has the responsibility to inform the Greek Audit Authority, on time and in writing, on any change of the designated representatives, copying the rest GoA Members.

Article 4 

Meetings – Written Procedures

1. The Chair shall convene the GoA once a year, as a rule. Alternatively, the process of written consultation may be implemented (via official correspondence or e-mail). 

2. The invitation and the agenda shall be sent by the Chair via e-mail to the members of the GoA at least 15 working days prior to the meeting. The working documents related to items on the agenda shall be sent at least 5 working days prior to the meeting. Only in exceptional cases, documents not sent according to the above procedure may be discussed during the meeting.

3. The minutes of the meeting, which are recorded by a member of the Audit Authority, will be sent to the GoA members within 20 working days from the date of the meeting and the members shall make their comments within 10 working days. After this period, the Chair shall approve the minutes.

4. In case a meeting cannot be held, the member of the GOA initiates the written procedure, sending via e- mail the relative issues to the other members of the GOA and to the Chair (the MA / JS and the Certifying Authority will be informed about the issues if required).

Article 5

Decision making procedures

1. Each delegation has only one vote, whether there is a meeting or the written procedure is implemented.

2. Decisions will be taken by consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, the Chair will take the final decision. Members of the GoA who do not agree with a decision may submit a justified opinion, within 10 working days following the receipt of the minutes. This opinion will be attached to the decision made by the Chair.

3. In case of a written procedure, the members shall have 10 working days from dispatch of the proposal to respond in writing or via electronic mail. In case of urgent issues that period can be shorten in 5 days. The members of the GOA submit their comments within the time allowed. If the deadline expires without comment, it is considered that the decision is taken in accordance with the submitted proposal. In case of any comments, the member of GOA closes the written procedure by sending the final modified text, taking into account the comments, to the other members of the GOA and to the Chair. In case of disagreement the matter shall be discussed at a meeting of the GOA, where a decision is taken in accordance with paragraph 2 of this Article. The written procedure shall not be resorted to between 15 July and the end of August.

Article 6

Working language

The official working language of the GoA is English. All working documents shall be provided in English.

Article 7

Revision

These Rules have been adopted and may be revised by consensus of the GoA.
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